SOVIET  PERSPECTIVE AND  THE  FUTURE
into being immediately within the life-span of living
man. The economic mode of life was basically
changeless, and required only a suitable legal frame-
work. Long periods of time, therefore, were of no
great significance for the Greek. For the Egyptian,
on the other hand, the situation was dictated by the
behaviour of the Nile, whose movements, regular and
rhythmic in themselves, demanded of society a
routine, an orderly path of activity for man.
When comparing and contrasting various time
perspectives, there are two interesting factors bearing
upon the Soviet perspective that we may profitably
consider. In the first pkce, all modern views are to be
distinguished sharply from all ancient views by reason
of the existence, with regard to the former, of con-
tinuous change, within the life-span of the human
being, in economic technique. Economic technique,
before the industrial revolution, underwent, of course,
a host of changes, but the time-span of each phase was
sufficiently long to evade the deliberative attention of
thinkers. Political perspectives consisted, essentially,
in conflicting views with regard to the ethics and
expediency of alternative attitudes to a changeless
technique of economic life. On the other hand, in
modem times, conflict consists not merely in terms of
alternative self-orientations to a changeless economic
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